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suggestions had been made to Mm by all sorts of people.
"The crucial question, Herr President," he continued,
"seems to be this: have you any idea of what to put in the
place of National Socialism?"

I replied that in my opinion some moderate form of
military dictatorship was inevitable. After what had
happened it would not only be tolerated by all classes of
the nation but felt as an immense relief. It would have to
be a temporary measure, pending the re-establishment of
legality and constitutionalism centred on a legitimate
authority instead of a spurious one.

The General protested vigorously. Under no circum-
stances could there be any question of a military dictator-
ship. The army was in a most vulnerable phase of re-
organization. It could not undertake the responsibility of
political risks in addition to its own risks. "It is the army's
duty to remain in the background and observe neutrality in
politics. Otherwise it cannot fulfil its own mission."

"In the old parade drill, as I remember," I replied,
"there was a word of command 'Points forward!* The two
men who advanced in obedience to it served as the direc-
tional points for a march. It seems to me we need such
points. But what directional points are we really following?
I have the impression of a state of complete confusion. Are
we not marching just for the sake of marching? Like those
senseless National Socialist night marches."

Von Fritsch smiled a little at my remark; then he grew
serious again* He had risen and was pacing up and down
the room with vigorous strides. The afternoon sun of a
warm spring day shone in from a courtyard garden.

"I agree with you," he said, "We lack those directional
points. We haven* t yet found them again. The German
nation has lost more than a. war. It has lost itself. ^ With
Christianity it lost its morality and with the monarchy it
lost its political steadiness." He came to a h&lt and stared
at me while Adjusting his eyeglass. "You spoke of a genuine
authority to replace an artificial one, I assume you mean
the monarchy. I regard the restoration of the monarchy in
Germany as.tjie decisive factor for, the maintenance of
balance in home politics. Unfortunately we caimot